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The Most Profound Wisdom That Mankind Has To Offer 
 

Napoleon Hills Golden Rules: The Lost Writings consists of a series of 
magazine articles Napoleon Hill wrote between 1919 and 1923 for 
Success Magazine, of which he eventually became an editor. Hills drive to 
become successful led him from the poverty stricken Appalachian 
Mountains to study rags-to-riches tycoons. These articles focus on Hills 
philosophy of success.  Drawing upon the thoughts and experiences of a 
multitude of influential people, Hill shows readers how those successful 
people achieved their status.  Many of his writings, such as the chapter on 
the Law of Attraction, have been the basis of several bestselling books. 
Readers will discover principles designed to guide them to success if 
studied and put into action.    Amazon Exclusive Quiz: How Successful Are 
You? 
 
   Napoleon Hill was born in 1883 in a one-room cabin on the Pound River 
in Wise County, Virginia. He began his writing career at age 13 as a 
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mountain reporter for small town newspapers and went on to become 
Americas most beloved motivational author. Hill passed away in November 
1970 after a long and successful career writing, teaching, and lecturing 
about the principles of success. His work stands as a monument to 
individual achievement and is the cornerstone of modern motivation. His 
book, Think and Grow Rich, is the all time bestseller in the field. Hill 
established the Foundation as a nonprofit educational institution whose 
mission is to perpetuate his philosophy of leadership, self-motivation, and 
individual achievement. His books, audio cassettes, videotapes, and other 
motivational products are made available as a service of the Foundation to 
help others build a library of personal achievement materials, and acquire 
financial wealth and the true riches of life. 
 
  Take a Quiz: How Successful Are You? 
 
  Sample Question from the Quiz: Learning from Adversity and Defeat a. 
Does defeat cause you to stop trying? Y N b. If you fail in a given effort, do 
you begin again with a new plan? Y N c. Do you believe that temporary 
defeat can become failure? Y N d. Have you learned any lessons from 
defeat? Y N e. Do you know how defeat can be converted into an asset 
that may lead to success? Y N *Click here to see how well you handle 
adversity and defeat.  
 
    // -->  // -->   
 

Personal Review:  Napoleon Hills Golden Rules: The Lost 
Writings by Napoleon Hill 
Before Napoleon Hill became a massively successful author, he wrote 
articles for a magazine called Success Magazine. The nucleus of those 
articles is what this book is made of with each chapter coming from a 
different article. It is a book that everyone should read once in their life. 
 
There are twelve chapters in the book and the first chapter is only four 
pages long, but it is packed with information which should be read more 
than once. Hill says we all consist of and develop "sense impressions" 
from the same things; teachings we received at home, Sunday school or 
Church (which can be substituted for whatever religious background we 
have), public or private schools, and daily newspapers or magazines. 
 
The impressions we have is what make up our conscious and sub-
conscious minds and in order for us to be successful, we need to fine- tune 
them. 
He emphasizes two things in later chapters; suggestion, which is how we 
influence the minds of others, and auto-suggestion, which is how we tap 
into the powers of our own mind. Hill believes the latter of the two is more 
important as we need to create in our minds the plan for achieving what we 
want.  
 



He says the person who has a sound plan and has the self-confidence to 
make it work is undefeatable.  Confidence must be created in the mind 
before that mind is "neutralized." What Hill means is that our minds can 
lose focus and it must be in a certain state where it will only accept the 
things which will help a person achieve his or her goals. 
 
In the 4th chapter, Hill says there is an "unknown phenomena" that helps 
us when we pray. He emphasizes that it has "no connection whatsoever" 
with organized religion. He doesn't clarify whether he means any person 
who believes in a higher power can pray or anyone, including Atheists, can 
make a prayer. This is something that is interesting since those who do not 
believe in God can obviously pray, but to who they pray is something of a 
mystery. 
 
Later on, Hill talks about how we must turn the thing which we are trying to 
overcome or master into a habit. He says we must stick to doing whatever 
it is we aspire to do until it becomes 2nd nature. He says we should have 
the "tenacity of a bull-dog" and not let anything deter us from getting the 
thing we want.   
 
Towards the end, Mr. Hill talks about the power of persuasion and says 
that a teacher who can stimulate minds and make students reach for 
higher then their averages "will confer a blessing on the human race 
second to none in the history of the world." This stresses the important role 
that educators play. It is crucial that future generations are allowed to 
reach for greatness and become successful by developing their highest 
level of concentration.  
 
He ends the book by summarizing the Golden Rule Philosophy and tells us 
not to worry about the injustices in the world and people who do not apply 
the Golden Rule. "You can change the attitude of others towards you by 
first changing your attitude towards others." Your job is to master yourself 
and believe that you can be successful by being a force of attraction and 
then others will follow your lead. 
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